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Office Action Summary 

" The MAILING DATE of this communication ann 


Application No. 

09/545 554 


Applicant(s) ^ 

HABERMAN ET AL. 


Examiner 

igor Donssov 


Art Unit 

3629 





A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 03 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ^ ' 

" fftTsw"rM MX™l^!!f «;',^"aWe under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
aner SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication imcixiubu 

' IIno n«r„rf^^r r?n!!^fr'''"*r ^I'T 'f^^ '''^".'•'i'^y O") ^^Vs. * ^ply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will exoire SIX f6^ M0NTH«! fr^tr^ho l,iii„^^lir^^^^ • .• 

. Fail"retoreplywi,hintheselorextendedperiodforreplywill.by'^^^^^^^ 

■ t'^trc^zzT ^"^"'^ ""^"'"^ -^^^-^^SS^^^. inf ^- 

status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 April 2000 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)|EI This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims . 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [EI Claim(s) _M2 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: ajD accepted or bO objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1. 85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C, § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 



1) H Notice Of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice Of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) 13 Information Disclosure Statennent(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

5) [U Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 5 



Application/Control Number: 09/545,524 p^gg 2 

Art Unit: 3629 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country- or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-7 and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hooper 
etal. (5,671,225). 

Hooper et al. teach a system and method for distributing interactive multimedia services, 
comprising: 

As per claims 1 and 9, 

- creating at least one defauh message of a personalized message (column 4, lines 8-28); 

- delineating general characteristics of members of said intended audience and creating a 
set of target entity qualification data factors for use in database searches to acquire a list of 
entities to which a personalized message will be distributed (column 5, lines 24-40); 

- creating an entity profile template including a substantially complete definition of 
information about each of said entities that is to be acquired by said database search (column 3, 
lines 48-55; column 5, lines 41-45); 

- using said entity profile template for generation of target entities profiles and status 
(column 3, lines 48-55; column 5, lines 24-45); 

- constructing a message template (column 5, lines 45-48); 

-constructing a message resource library (column 3, lines 57-65; column 5, lines 45-61; 
column 6, lines 25-27). 

As per claim 2, said system and method wherein said constructed message template 
includes a plurality of media segment slots (column 4, lines 52-59; column 8, Hnes 43, 61-63). 
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As per claim 3, said system and method wherein said message resource Ubrary includes a 
plurality of media segments, each media segment corresponding to one of said media segment 
slots of said message template (column 3, lines 57-63; column 4, lines 52-59; column 8, lines 43. 
61-63). 

As per claim 4, said system and method wherein several media segments correspond to a 
same one of said media segment slots of said message template (column 3, lines 57-63; column 
4, lines 52-59; column 5, lines 45-61; column 8, lines 43, 61-63). 

As per claim 5, said system and method wherein said message resource library includes 
media segments created specifically for said message campaign (column 6, lines 47-60). 

As per claim 6, said system and method, comprising: 

- defining a distribution channel selection, for distributing created personalized messages 
to target entities (column 5, hne 49 through column 6, hne 21). 

As per claim 7, said system and method, comprising: 

- defining interactive query responses, for acquiring additional information about said 
target entity (column 3, lines 61-65; column 5, lines 15-26; column 6, lines 58-60). 

As per claim 10, said system and method wherein said message template constructor 
constructs a plurality of different message templates (column 3, hnes 57-63; column 4, lines 52- 
59; column 5, lines 45-61; column 8, lines 43, 61-63). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinao' skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentabilit}' shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8, 1 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hooper et al. in view of Gerace (U. S. 5,991,735). 

As per claims 8, 1 1 and 12, Hooper et al. teach all the limitations of claims 8, 1 1 and 12, 

except: 

- defining environmental status factors which are updated at the time the personalized 
message is transmitted. 

Gerace teaches a method and apparatus for targeting of appropriate audience based on 
psychographics or behavioral profiles of end users, comprising: 

- displaying for the user up-to-date information including theater and television schedules 
and weather information (column 4, lines 32-36; column 34, lines 9-13). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Hooper et al. to include defining environmental status factors 
which are updated at the time the personalized message is transmitted because it is obvious that 
the user, looking for the weather information or television schedules, is looking for the up-to- 
date information. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure (see form PTO-892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Igor Borissov at 
telephone number (703) 305-4649. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
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should be directed to the Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfijl, the examiner's 
Supervisor, John Weiss, can be reached at (703) 308- 2702. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington D.C 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 305-7687 [Official communications; including 
After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"] 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, 7"' floor receptionist. 




JOHN G. WEISS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



